
Medicaid Managed Care: NYS Vaccines for Children Program 
Pharmacy Billing Instructions 

The New York State Vaccines for Children (NYS VFC) Program is a federally-
funded program that provides vaccines to eligible children at no cost. 

Which vaccines are covered under the NYS VFC program when billed by a pharmacy? 
Univera Healthcare vaccines include:  

• pneumococcal
• meningococcal
• tetanus
• diphtheria
• pertussis
• influenza
• herpes zoster

Where can Medicaid Managed Care members aged 18 and under receive VFC vaccines? 

Vaccines can be received at any in-network VFC pharmacy  

How do pharmacies bill VFC vaccines for members aged 18 and under? 
• Bill only the administration fee to Univera Healthcare
• Verify that the Vaccines are covered by the VFC program
• Please see the Pharmacy Billing Instructions below.  NCPDP field 409-D9

should be submitted with $0.01 acquisition cost.

Where can Medicaid Managed Care members aged 19 and over receive VFC vaccines? 

Vaccines can be received at any in-network pharmacy  

How do pharmacies bill VFC vaccines for members aged 19 and over? 
• Please see the Pharmacy Billing Instructions below.  NCPDP field 409-D9

should be submitted with the acquisition cost.

Pharmacy Billing Instructions: 

Notify Univera Healthcare of your VFC enrollment status so you can be added to our list of 
covered pharmacies for members between the age of two and 18 years old.  

Call 1-800-650-4359, select #3 and then speak or enter the member ID number. Until 
Univera Healthcare adds your pharmacy to the VFC pharmacy listing, you will need to 
obtain a temporary override per member to obtain reimbursement for the administration. 



After notifying Univera Healthcare about your VFC enrollment status and having successfully 
obtained a temporary override, VFC pharmacy should submit through an NCPDP D.0 claim 
with $0.01 for acquisition cost in NCPDP field 409-D9 (Ingredient Cost Submitted), as well 
as any applicable dispensing fee and administration fees. Other than this modification, 
nothing else will change for the submission of the claim.  

If a VFC flu vaccination claim is submitted with $0.00 for acquisition cost, a reject will be 
returned; the claim should then be resubmitted with $0.01 for acquisition cost. NYS 
Medicaid Managed Care plans including Univera Healthcare plan should NEVER be billed for 
the cost of any vaccine for persons under 19 years of age when it is available through the 
VFC program. Pharmacies that bill the plan for the cost of vaccines available through VFC 
are subject to recovery of payment. 

Field # NCPDP Field Name Submission Criteria 

455-EM Prescription/Service 
Reference Number 

 

1=Rx Billing 

436-E1 Product/Service ID 
Qualifier 03 – National Drug Code 

407-D7 Product/Service ID NDC should be submitted 
473-7E DUR/PPS Code Counter 1=Rx Billing 

440-E5 Professional Service Code 
MA If dispensing and administering the vaccine to the 

Member 
Blank If dispensing vaccine without administration 

438-E3 Incentive Amount 
Submitted 

Provider’s Vaccine Administration Fee to include 
administration and 
all supplies necessary for injection and administration 

409-D9 Ingredient Cost Submitted 
Vaccine drug acquisition cost: 
VFC vaccines = $0.01 
Non-VFC flu vaccines = “acquisition cost” 

426-DQ Usual and Customary 
Charge 

Amount submitted should include the cost for the vaccine 
PLUS 
provider’s vaccine administration fee 


